
Hoot 

By Carl Hiaasen 

All 6th graders are expected to read the book Hoot during summer vacation. Upon completion of the book 
you must complete the essay as outlined below. This assignment may be turned in during your parent 
meeting in August or on the first day of school. Please proofread your work. You may type your final 
draft but it must be 12 font, 2.0 (double) spacing, Times New Roman. Typing your final draft is not 
required. In a 5 paragraph essay (7-9 sentences per paragraph minimum) address the following questions. 
You may quote or paraphrase from the book as needed.  

Project Rubric: 

Paragraph #1 - What motivates bullies to pick on people? What actions might the victim of a bully take to 
protect him or herself? What actions should teachers and schools take to prevent bullying? What actions 
should parents take to prevent bullying? (7-9 sentences) 

Paragraph #2 - Compare and contrast Dana and Beatrice as bullies, how is each character a bully? Provide 
examples from the book of how each treats others. Is one worse than the other? (7-9 Sentences) 

Paragraph #3 and #4 – Mullet Fingers and Roy each protest the building of Mother Paula’s. What actions 
does Mullet Fingers take against Mother Paula’s, and how are each effective (these actions can be 
throughout the book)? What actions does Roy take to protest Mother Paula’s and how are each effective? 
What are they both protesting and why? You must include at least 3 actions taken by each character. 
(Write one paragraph for each character 7-9 sentences per paragraph) 

Paragraph #5 - Research the habitats of burrowing owls in Florida. What do burrowing owl habitats look 
like? What do burrowing owls eat? Look up what actions and laws (conservation efforts) are in place to 
protect burrowing owls. (7-9) sentences. Do not copy from the internet, this must be written in your own 
words.) 

Each Paragraph will be worth 20 points. TOTAL 100 Points. 

Due Date: August conferences or by Wednesday August 16 

 


